
Volume 106, lssue # 306, Nov. 2,2011

By land and by sea
Go Greek or savor seafood at area festivals this weekend
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Slot-machine plan going to voters
No opponents spoke against the Gadsden County referendum
By Paul Flemming
Florida Capital Buread

QUINCYa Gadsden County vot-
ers will have the chance to vote
in January on whether to allow
slot machines at Creek Entertain-
ment Gretna, whose developers say
approval of the plan would usher in
additional development and employ
hundreds more people in the rural
county.

An overflow crowd at the Gads-
den County Commission chambers
listened to the speakers Tuesday
night and witnessed the unanimous
vote in favor of the referendum.
If approved, construction would
begin on a complex that promot-
ers say would result in more than
$r UiUion in wagers and $1.00 mil-
lion in revenues for owners, as well
as millions in tax receipts for local

and state government.
No opponents spoke against the

referendum, or the slot-machine
plan, before the commission yoted
after an hour and 10 minutes of pub-
lic and commission discussion.

"Come out and vote and get some-
thing you want," said Commission-
er Brenda Holt, whose District 4
includes Gretna and the site of
already-approved gambling.

Eachof the five commission mem-
bers agreed.

"It's as if thiS county is constant-
ly being blessed," said Commission
Chairman Sherrie Taylor. "I am
proudto be a Gadsdonian."

Creek Entertainment Gretna is
building a poker room and pari-
mutuel barrel racing arena, where
activities will begin in December.
Statp regulators approved licenses

A GANNETT COMPANY

for pari-mutuel wagering and poker
in October.

Representatives of Creek Enter-
tainment Gretna - majority-owned
by the Poarch Band of Creek Indians
- propose up to 2,000 slot machines
at the development on Interstate 10
at State Road 12.

Poarch Band tribal council and
PCI Gaming Authority board mem-
ber Keith Martin said that. if vot-
ers approve, his tribe would begin

See REFERENDUM, Page 2
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quarter percent rate on that
money for one year, to allow
it to be brought back in, to be
able to create jobs," the Texas
governor told the audience of
about 400 at Vermeer Man-
ufacturing, an agricultur-

stand economically.
But the meeting's value was

unclear, considering Romney,
who is stressing his decades
as an investment capital firm
executivd as proof of his eco-
nomic sawy, and Cain, who

the opportunity, Perry took
a pass on jabbing at Romney
and focused onpromoting his
own plans.

"In Texas, or in Iowa, or
whatever state it is, we know
that the way you create jobs

approach to the economy,
Gingrich was most aggres-
sive, calling tlte preqident, "a
left-wing radical," and argu-
ing that unemployment com-
pensation should require job-
training.
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a five-year development plan
that includes a poker room,
hotels, quarter-horse racing
and restaurants.

Jay Dorris, chairman
of PCI Gaming Authority,
described plans for four
hotels, an amphitheater, res-
taurants and indoor eques-
trian center.

"Should the referendum
pass, we want to start imme-
diately opening a destination
resort casino," Dorris said.

Poarch Band ftibal offi-
cials and Creek Entertain-
ment Gretna brought.in the
mayor and police commis-
sioner of Atmore, Ala., and
the sheriff of Escambia Coun-
ty, Ala., where the tribe oper-
ates Wind Creek Casino. The
pair told Gadsden Commis-
sioners what good corporate
partners the tribe has been
there.

the project.
"We are 100 percent behind

this project," said Clarence
Jackson, Gretna's Mayor.

Henry Corry, owner of Cor-
ry Cabinet Co. in Havana, said
he had hired back workers
he'd been ireviously forced
to lay off in order to complete
work at the card room devel-
opment.

"I really look forward to a
lot of work that's left," Corry
said. "It's made a lot of differ-
ence to my business and all
the people that live here."

Current development on
the barrel-racing arena and
card room are a part of $20
million in construction, Dor-
ris said. If slots are approved,
Dorris told cbmmissioners
the expanded development
would increase county prop-
erty-tax revenues by $1.8
million in the first year and
with the full development,
$5.8 million in extra prop-

erty taxes.
Be fo re  t he  mee t i ng ,

five neon green-clad sign-
wavers stood on the Jeffer-
son Street-U.S. 90 main drag
through town. Intermittent
cars honked in support of
the 'It's Our Time For Jobs"
placards the supporters wore
over their "YES On The Ref-
erendum" T-shirts.

LaShonda Pride of Quincy
was one of the sign-bearers.
She said she was a member
of St. Peter Apostolic Church
and volunteered at her pas-
tor's request. Pride said Com-
missioner Brenda Holt is a
member of St. Peter.

Some residents kept their
skepticism honed.

Grace Maloy, executive
director of the Gadsden Arts
Center on the square in Quin-
cy, was busy Tuesday after-
noon as artists streamed in
to hang their work in prep-
aration for Friday's opening
reception for the 23rd Art in
Gadsden regional exhibition

of fine art.
Maloy said she doesn't

have a position on allowing
slots. She owns land near the
Gretna Racing development,
however, and is eagef to see
how developers deliver on
promises of a flat quarter-
horse track at the site, along
with facilities to house and
care for the horses necessary
to run traditional quarter-
horse races.

That's a concern shared by
the Florida Quarter Horse
Racing Association. Presi-
dent Steve Fisch has opposed
tlrc Gretna Racing pari-mutu-
el license granted by the state
in October, saying barrel rac-
ing does not meet definitions
in state law and is merely a
cheap way for developers
to get a card-room license
and open the door for slots.
He's also said the barrel rac-
es threaten the funding that
pari-mutuel quarter horse
races provide to horsemen
in the state.

Preterm
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ing, reducing alcohol intake,
exercising, watching their
weight and having regular
doctors visits,"

"(The March of Dimes)
goal is 9.6 percent by 2020
and they are basing that off .
of known effective strate-
gies," he added. "These are
strategies that are evidence
based. We know that they will
work. We just need to carry
i ham nr r l  A  n r l  thor  mpqnq

Dimes of Florida Chapter,
said the purpose of the report
card is to raise awareness
about the problem ofprema-
ture births, as well as actions
that can be taken to prevent
them.

"Grading states and pro-
viding information about
potential contributing fac-
tors highlights where there
are opportunities for prog-
ress," she said.

Linda Fimmel, director
of Tallahassee Memorial
HealthCare's Neonatal Inten-
s iv r .  ( 'q r r '  I  ln i t  ho l i r . vec  rn ic -

to have this baby and every-
thing is going to be fine," she
said. "But there are an abun-
dance of babies being born
premature. And sometimes
the mother can do everything
right and still have a prema-
ture birth."

"If we can educate the
community that premature
births exists in Leon county
and surrounding counties, we
could potentially reduce the
number of premature births
significantly," she added. "It
affects everyone, regardless
nf lcp nr pthnir.itv "

the infant mortality rate,
Sappenfield said.

Of the 13 million prema-
ture babies born. one million
die, according to the October
2009 March of Dimes report
on the global toll of prema-
ture birth- which is one of
the reasons the nonprofit is
hosting World Prematurity
Day on Nov. L7.

Melissa Joiner, Florida state
director ofpublic affairs for
the March of Dimes, said
the local celebration will
take place through sever-
r l  r l rvr  wi th nn "Sionntrr re
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